ISSN 0159-4583 


Ouidvis rete fattum quamvis humile praeclarum* 


rPRACLARVM 


The Federal Journal of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. No. 1-90. February, 1990. 


’ s ee oy A 


John Altmann (Vic.) 


Come to the Blue Mountains 
for the 1990 Annual Federal Rally, Leura, New South Wales, 28th September — 1st October. 


*Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble — Royce, 1924. 


ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


LRUTIIEIETEA 


Throughout the history of the motor car, 
Rolls-Royce has symbolised the supreme 
motoring experience. 

To attain and sustain such rarefied status, 
Rolls-Royce relies upon the traditional qualities 
inherent in every motor car it produces. 

Qualties which combine to gratify every 
sense: sight, sound, smell and touch. 

In perfect good taste. 

Indeed, it is because these motor cars appeal 
to every sense, that in every sense they are motor 
cars of true distinction. 

The Silver Spirit H and Silver Spur Il Motor 
cars to take you to the 1990°s and beyond. 

Each introducing a subtle evolution of 
change, exploiting still further, those skills 
synonymous uth the Rolls-Royce Marque. 

A heritage which ensures that each drive 
distills and encapsulates the privelege of owning 


this classic of all motor cars. 


ROLLS~ROYCE 
SILVER SPIRIT II 


The creation of each Rolls-Royce motor car 
demands standards of craftsmanship and 
engineering excellence, honed by generations to 
represent the ultimate in precision and execution. 

The Silver Spirit II derives much of its 
pre-eminent style from the distinctive lines of its 
illustrious predecessor. 

However, the inherent affluence of the motor 
car has been enhanced by a number of noteworthy 
modifications. There is a more extravagant use of 
burr walnut. More too, is made of driver and driving 
comfort. And alterations to the trim and facia serve 
to up-date aspects of the interior. 

Changes which augment the luxury of 


Rolls-Royce and reaffirm that the Silver Spirit IT is 


[ROLLS 


indeed, at the pinnacle of excellence. 


For further information [ 


or a demonstration please contact 
Harry Macklin or Paul Lukes on (02) 331 3377 


Licensed Dealer 428 
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YORK MOTORS 
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From the Editor 


One Club or six? 


Historically, each Branch of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia was formed indepen- 
dently, starting with what became 
the New South Wales Branch in 
1956 and closely followed by the 
Victoria Branch. However, the Club 
has been operated and structured in 
such a way that it has been one big 
Club, with the Branches being the 
constituent parts of a greater whole. 
Indeed, the 1984 Federal Consti- 
tution provides for the Club to be 
“divided into six Branches’’. That is, 
constitutionally, we have been one 
Club made up of Branches and not 
six separate clubs. 

| use the words ‘‘we have been” 
because, sadly, this happy situation 
now appears clouded. Some years 
ago a decision was reached 
by Federal Council to incorporate 
each of the Branches. There are 
obvious legal advantages in so 
doing, except for the fact that 
legally as a result we are now six 
separate clubs if we choose to 
function in that way. Fortunately, 
this has been effectively overcome 
in the case of five of the six 
Branches’ rules or constitutions 
under which they were incorporated 
to continue as Branches of the 
larger Club, with only one “‘Branch”’ 
making no mention of a greater Club 
or of any Federal structure in its new 
rules. 

Whilst | normally steer well clear 
of Club politics in PRAECLARUM — 
though as a Federal Delegate | am 
entitled to my say, as indeed is any 
member of the Club(s) — | feel that 
this issue is of vital importance, 
sufficiently so in fact to break my 
customary reticence. It is a non- 
sense to break up a great Club into 
six clubs. This was never the 
intention of those advocating 
Branch incorporation. 


SARA 


PRAECLARUM 


1911 Silver Ghost, chassis No. 1547, formerly of the P.W.Markham collection. The 
landaulette body is by Windovers, but H.J. Mulliner coachwork was originally fitted. This 
is one of the cars auctioned by Christies on behalf of the W.A. Government. It went to a 


U.K. buyer for $506,000. 


Blue Mountains Rally 

Members are reminded that this 
year’s Federal Rally, hosted by the 
New South Wales Branch at Leura, 
in the picturesque Blue Mountains, 
is drawing nearer. If you have not 
already done so, mark your diaries 
for 28th-30th September, 1990, for 
what promises to be a spectacular 
Federal Rally. 


lan Irwin 

Congratulations are due to A.C.T. 
Branch member lan Irwin who was 
awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia in this year’s New Year's 
Honours list, for service to the 
Australian Bicentenary celebrations, 
particularly through the Castrol 
World Car Rally. 


W.A. Museum Cars 


Much emotive coverage has been 
given to the Western Australian 
Government's sale of its Museum 
motor car collection. While not 


wishing to play the devil’s advocate, 
| would like to make the following 
points: 


1. Governments everywhere are 
disposing of unproductive property. 
This is nearly always unpopular with 
one interest group or another and 
we, as motor car enthusiasts, 
cannot reasonably expect to be 
treated more favourably than any 
other group who perceive them- 
selves as disadvantaged by govern- 
ment economies. 

2. A museum, in my view, is the 
next worse place to a scrapyard for 
fine old motor cars. Since selling 
them puts them back into private 
hands, in effect a government 
resource is being privatized, which 
should be applauded. But some of 
these private purchasers are from 
outside Australia, | hear you say, 
which brings us to my next point. 

3. The traffic of cars into and out 
of Australia has, as far as myself and 
other observers | have discussed 
this with can tell, been heavily 
biased in favour of the inward flow. 
Therefor, the loss of a couple of 
Rolls-Royce cars from the W.A. 
collection represents a net gain in 
the context of the overall picture. 


1-90 


4. Finally, let’s dispel any notion 
that this sale represents some kind 
of sell-off of the ‘national heritage’. 
A car which was delivered new in, 
say, Switzerland, and spent only a 
portion of its life in this country, 
cannot by any stretch of the 
imagination be regarded as part of 
the Australian national heritage. The 
ex-Percy Markham cars, for 
example, which formed the basis of 
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the W.A. Museum collection, were 
largely imported to Australia in the 
1960s. On the other hand, cars 
which could be regarded as part of 
the national heritage have been and 
are being subjected to what can 
only be described as desecration, by 
having their historic original coach- 
work discarded in favour of more 
rakish/sporty/glamorous bodies 
seemingly designed more to pander 


to the egos of their owners than to 
reflect any pretence at faithful and 
authentic restoration. | also scarcely 
need mention that many people, 
including members of this Club, 
have exported historically significant 
Rolls-Royce cars, in some cases 
disregarding the Club Constitution 
in so doing, with apparent impunity. 


Martin Bennett. 


From the 


Branch Visits 


At last year’s Federal Council 
meeting | made a committment to 
visit each Branch before the 1990 
Federal Rally. So far | have attended 
the NSW Annual Dinner and am 
planning to go to South Australia 
for their Concours on May, 20. 

| enjoyed meeting with NSW 
members at the Dinner and | am 
sure that my visit to South Australia 
will be similarly enjoyable. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


The 1990 Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Inter-Clubs meeting was held in 
London on February, 20. Tom Clarke 
attended the meeting at my request 
as our delegate. 

One of the major topics covered 
related to spare parts. The Company 
and Appleyard Rippon have made a 
major committment to improve 
parts availability. Work has con- 
tinued on identifying new suppliers 
for parts required by owners of 
earlier cars. Appleyard Rippon 
advised they had undertaken a 
major restructuring of their parts 
operation and that they are now ina 
position to provide an enhanced 
level of service. 

Another matter which received 
attention was the release of the six 
cylinder engine drawings. These 
have been withheld by Rolls-Royce 
at the request of the Ministry of 
Defence because of the similarities 
between the B range engine used in 
military applications and the six 
cylinder car engines. 

Since the meeting it has been 
confirmed that the engine drawings 
will be released in the near future. 

Another matter of concern has 


Federal President 


been the infringement of the Rolls- 
Royce trademark. The Company 
expressed the hope that club mem- 
bers will continue to monitor trade- 
mark infringements and for club 
officials to refer such infringements 
to the Company. 

The participating Clubs and the 
various charitable trusts reported on 
their activities. Frank Shaw from the 
Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foun- 
dation reported that great strides 
have been made in the development 
of the Hunt House complex and that 
plans are now in hand for the 
construction of a new building to 
house additional material as and 
when released by Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars. 

Mike Evans from the Rolls-Royce 
Heritage Trust reported that it is 
receiving significant assistance from 
Rolls-Royce PLC enabling it to 
record permanently the great engin- 
eering traditions not only of Rolls- 
Royce but also of the Armstrong 
Siddeley and Bristol companies 
which are now part of Rolls-Royce 
PLC. 

A report was given on_ the 
progress of the restoration of 
AX-201. The Company is going to 
great lengths to maintain originality 
where ever possible with parts only 
being replaced when there is no 
alternative. The completion of the 
restoration will provide Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars with the opportunity to 
initiate a public relations campaign 
and it is proposed to drive the car on 
an extended trip from Lands End to 
John-O-Groats. 


Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ Club 


In my last report | mentioned that 
there were some 400 to 500 cars in 
attendance at the RREC 1989 
Annual Rally. | have been gently 


chided by Eric Barrass who has 
pointed out that the total entry of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars was 
1,012. 

The Annual Rally this year will be 
at the same venue, Castle Ashby, 
on June 16/17.On the preceeding 
Friday (15th) at the Hunt House 
Sotheby’s are holding their second 
annual auction of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars. 

The RREC Rally is the premier 
international gathering of our cars 
and if anyone is planning a visit to 
the UK this year | would suggest 
that they arrange their program to 
coincide with the Rally. Further 
details can be obtained from the 
event organiser: 

Robert Emberson 

The Pound 

Whitney on Wye 

Herefordshire HR3 8EH 

| understand that a number of 
Australian members have already 
registered their interest in attending. 


RROC Inc 


The American Club’s 1991 
National Meet is being held at 
Monterey, California, from August 
20 to August 25. The co-chairmen 
Peter and Bonnie Lind have set 
themselves a target of attracting 
eight entrants from Australia. 

Keith Wherry has agreed to be the 
coordinator from our end and 
further information can be obtained 
from him. 

Peter and Bonnie will be attend- 
ing the Federal Rally at Leura and |} 
am sure you will find them enthusi- 
astic about extending cooperation 
between our respective Clubs. 


Russell Rolls 


Around the Branches 
yon, deaeg 


Silver Ghost Technical Day, 
12th November, 1989. 


This was the first Technical Day 
organised by the Branch since the 
highly successful Silver Ghost and 
Silver Shadow Siminars at the 1987 
Canberra Federal Rally. On_ this 
occassion we were fortunate 
enough to have the workshop 
facilities of Scuderia Veloce Motors 
at our disposal, together with two 
complete Silver Ghosts and Parts of 
a third under restoration, not to 
mention expert and_ informative 
talks by Branch members lan Irwin 
and Peter O'Neil. 

The pictures tell the story. 


Right: Former PRAECLARUM Editor and 
now A.C.T. Branch Secretary St. John 
Herbert owns this 1922 Silver Ghost 
(20HG). The coachwork was built by 
former Victoria Branch member John 
Stamp. Photo by Brian McDonald. 


Another view of the dismantled engine of 
1404, In the foreground is the afore- 
mentioned crankshaft vibration damper. 
Photo by Don White. 


PRAECLARUM 
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fan Irwin's 1910 Silver Ghost (1404) was the first car ever fitted with the Spirit of Ecstasy 
radiator mascot. The engine is currently being rebuilt in Canberra by Peter O'Neil and is 
being examined by John Elfiott in the photo above. Just in front of the crankcase can be 


seen the bracket for the external crankshaft vibration damper retrospectively fitted 

mid-1912. 1404 is the earlier of only two surviving Ghosts known to be fitted with this 

damper. From mid-1911, the damper was fitted as standard for new production and from 

1912 was enclosed within the suitably redesigned timing gear casing. The full story of this 

neal, important Silver Ghost appeared in PRAECLARUM 3-88. Photo by Brian 
cDonald. 


John Eliott's 1980 Silver Shadow I! |SRH41400] with, from left to right: 
Martin Bennett, John Eliott, Bill Rorrison, Don White, Eric Goudie and May 
Goudie. Photo by Brian McDonald. 


* 
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S.A. 


Outing to the home of David & 
Judy Heuzenroeder, 


17th December, 1989 
The following photograhic record 


of this day comes courtesy of S.A. 
Branch Newsletter Editor John Bull. 


* 


Ray Pank’s 1925 Silver Ghost Maythorn limousine The first Rolls-Royce ever driven by your Editor albeit only a short 

(773AU). distance, was this magnificent 1937 Phantom Ill (3CM105}, then 
owned by the late John Glover of Melbourne. The fortunate 
owners now are Noel and Allie Roscrow(S.A.) Note the theatre 
lights above the windscreen — normally a feature of cars owned 
by royaltly. 


Plenty of water for the whiskey! The superbly original Hooper interior of 3CM105, complete with padded neck 
support cushions and 1937 seat belts. 
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Who says Rolls-Royces don’t break down? They even get punctures! Ashley 
and Kate Paech came from Ardrossan, Yorke Peninsula, in their 1953 Silver 
Dawn (SNF33}. Inversion of the picture reveals the identity of the wheelbrace 
technician — David Heuzenroeder. 


fa Now . : 
Dick Perkins’ 1958 S! Continental two-door saloon by 


H. J. Mulliner (BC26EL). Evidence of recent and rapid 
expansion of historic Gawler is seen in the background. 


Kevin and Betty Astill (from Broken Hill) receiving running instructions from 
owner, Brian Macmahon. 1985 Corniche (ADH05388). 


Cars Nos.4&5 


Mystery 


There will be a prize for the first 
member (other than the photo- 
graph’s contributor!) to identify 
these two cars. So much the better 
if you can also identify the location 
of the photo and the year in which it 
was taken. Photo Terry Bruce (Vic.} 
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Thou Shalt Not Take Thyself Too Seriously 


The following tongue-in-cheek 
item is intended to raise a few 
smiles, but its author fears that it 
may raise a few eyebrows, too! 
“Members with no sense of humour 
could take it seriously,’” he says, 
and has therefor used his nom-de- 
plume. 

Contemplation of the title of this 
article — sometimes referred to as 
the Eleventh Commandement — 
promted the formulation of a pro- 
posal to divide the R.R.O.C. into 
specific sections, as follows: 

(1) Silver Spirit and Shadow 
owners. 

The emphasis here to be on the 
more social aspects of ownership, 
with the formation of a ‘‘Shadow/ 
Spirit Luncheon Club’, to hold 
meetings at only the best res- 
taurants with any reference in 
conversation to motor cars being 
strictly forbidden. Attendance of 
wives and/or female companions 
would be compulsory. (/ trust 
Bentley ‘T’ owners are exempted 
from this group! — Ed.) 

(2) Silver Ghost owners. 

Attendance at selected events 
only to be de rigeur. Cars to be in 
overrestored condition, dust-free 
and trailered, not driven, to the 
venue. Those with unrestored cars 
to be liable to expulsion from the 
Club if restoration not commenced 
within ten years of acquisition, with 
expulsion mandatory if restoration 
not completed within a further ten 
years. 

(3) Bentley Mk VI Section. 

This is to be a technical dis- 
cussion group only. Emphasis on 
techniques for dealing with body 


by “Janus” 


corrosion, piston slap, etc. Men 
only. Venue to be local tavern. (Can 
Silver Dawn owners be admitted as 
associate members? — Ed) 
(4) Meetings Only Division. 
Attendance of meetings held at 
an Elderly Citizens’ venue to be the 
only activity. Members may arrive in 
Toyota, Nissan, G.M. or Ford 
vehicles, including four-wheel drive 
types. Guest speakers to be invited 
to all meetings — subjects to be 
embroidery, antiques (human or 
otherwise) and the like. Also Slide 
Nights dealing with the last overseas 
trip (no car slides permitted.) 


(5) Pre-War Group — Phantoms and 
Twenties. 

Outings to be the only activity. 
Venues to be within ten miles of 


/f efforts at keeping the tin worm at bay on your Mk VI prove futile, you can always 


average member's home, owing to 
the appallingly heavy fuel consump- 
tion of Phantoms and _ painfully 
inadequate performance of 
Twenties. Patrick Kane-White’s 
Twenty is exempted from the last 
remark. Although this car has not 
been sighted for many years it is 
believed to still exist in Victoria. 


(6) Car in Hibernation Group. 

Members of this Group, whose 
cars have never been seen, only 
spoken of, to meet briefly every two 
years to discuss plans for mobilizing 
their vehicles. Failure to bring car 
out of hibernation within five years 
to be grounds for full membership 
classification to be changed to 
associate member. 


discard the body completely and start again, perhaps with a racey vintage-style tourer — 
as in the case of Victoria Branch member Derek Rice’s 1949 Mk VI Special (B286EY), 
shown here with the new body under construction in the U.K. in 1986. The car is fitted 
with 15” wire wheels and Continental rear axle gearing. Photo from Derek Rice. 


Franklin Mint Phantom | model 


Following the success of their 
“Silver Ghost” model, Franklin Mint 
now offer this Phantom | Cabriolet 
de Ville to the same scale (24:1). 
The coachbuilder is not identified 
but it looks like Barker or Hooper. 
The model is beautifully made and 
detailed and is a snap at around 
$160. 
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Driving the Silver Spirit II 


On Tuesday, 16th January, | 
arrived at York Motors’ Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley service centre in 
Alexandria to take delivery of a 
brand new 1990 Silver Spirit Il. No, ! 
have not inherited a fortune or won 
the lottery. In fact my impecuni- 
ousness remains as before. The car 
was mine only for a couple of hours 
or so, courtesy of Yorks’ Sales 
Manager Harry Macklin. 

Threading silently through the 
city traffic the Silver Spirit II felt 
much the same gentlemanly car that 
earlier Silver Spirits had been, 
without giving a clue to the exist- 
ance of the sophisticated Auto- 
matic Ride Control system — yet. 
Past Central Station, along 
Elizabeth Street, up William Street 
towards Rushcutters Bay, the Silver 
Spirit I| wafted me, still not really 
making it at all obvious that | was 
driving a new model. Except, that is, 
for the fact that the new fashionably 
thick-rimmed leather covered 
steering wheel feels unfamiliar — 
and not particularly to my liking. | 
am probably in the minority here, 
but | actually prefer the slippery, 
black, thin-rimmed Rolls-Royce 
wheel that is no more. | have a 
feeling that the people at Rolls- 
Royce prefer it, too, but feel 
constrained to fall in with the 
current fashion for thick-rimmed 
steering wheels with non-slip sur- 
faces — and if you need a non-slip 
surface for the steering wheel of a 
Rolls-Royce, what better material 


The Silver Spirit 1 at Rushcutters 


tases 


by Martin Bennett 


than leather? Leather, in fact, that 
matches that of the car’s upholstery 
and has the R-R logo embossed on 
it. 

Steeping out of the Silver Spirit !I 
for photography at Rushcutters Bay 
it momentarily occurred to me that 
the car still /ooks like an earlier Silver 
Spirit, also. Apart from the discrete 
‘Silver Spirit II’ bootlid badge, only 
the smart new wheels identify the 
new model externally. The Rolls- 
Royce approach to alloy road 
wheels is rather different to that to 
which we are accustomed on other 
marques, including Bentley. One 
has the feeling that while the 
practical advantages of alloy wheels 
were considered desirable, the 
appearance of having alloy wheels 
was somehow not quite right for a 
Rolls-Royce. The rim width, inci- 
dentally, is up from 6” to 6%”. 

Inside the car, the most obvious, 
in fact fairly startling change, is to 
the woodwork. The pale boxwood 
inlay between the edge crossband- 
ing and the burr walnut areas is 
thicker and much more eye- 
catching than one expects — cer- 
tainly much less discrete than the 
silver inlay used for the ‘Centenary’ 
Silver Spur. It is obviously intended 
to be noticed. | have not decided yet 
whether or not | like it. 

Turning the key in the new 
switchbox, one notices that the 
Park/Headlight switch is now to the 
left of, rather than above, the 
ignition lock, and that the last two 


Bay. 


warning lights have departed from 
the switchbox and joined, logically, 
the other warning lights in the main 
warning light panel. The automatic 
transmission selector positions are 
now also displayed at the top of this 
warning light panel, rather than in a 
window above the steering column 
where they used to be. when you 
select ‘Drive’ to move off, the 
foot-applied parking brake releases 
automatically. Similarly, if you 
attempt to apply the parking brake 
without first selecting ‘Park’, it 
won't work. 

The automatic ride control, de- 
scribed in my article in the last issue, 
is a revelation. As | have said, the 
ride is much like that of the earlier 
Spirit — smooth and refined — but 
drive quickly into a corner and the 
car instantly transforms itself into a 
Turbo R! No handling kit required! 
Instead of rolling like a barge, as you 
imagine such a large, heavy, softly- 
sprung car surely must, the Silver 
Spirit Il corners gracefully, confi- 
dently and safely. The new system 
has utterly eliminated the need to 
compromise spring and damper 
settings in favour of good ride 
quality at the expense of good 
handling. You can now have it both 
ways — or three ways in the case of 
this brilliant new Rolls-Royce sus- 
pension system. The three-position, 
solenoid-operated dampers are 
manufactured for Rolls-Royce by 
Boge, but the ‘black box’’ micro- 
proccessor control unit and 
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Inside, the new inlaid woodwork 1s a distinctive feature. 


Externally, only the ‘Silver Spirit ll’ bootlid badge ... 


{SILVER SPIRIT II 


...and new alloy wheels distinguish the new model from earlier Silver Spirits. Note that 
only the spoked part of the actual wheel is visible, the remainder being concealed by 
polished stainless steel trims. 


computer software to control them 
were developed and designed in- 
house. In as little as ten milli- 
seconds, the electronic control unit 
assesses road surface, driver inten- 
tions and vehicle attitude using 
invormation supplied by the acceler- 
ometers and transducers and sets 
the correct suspension mode accor- 
dingly. And it works — brilliantly! 

The interior appointments of the 
Silver Spirit Il are, needless to say, 
of a very high order indeed. It is 
impossible not to admire the unmis- 
takable ambience created by the 
finest Wilton carpets and the best 
Connolly hide upolstery — with 
leather used for the door trims, facia 
padding and kneerolls and even the 
carpet edging, as well as for the 
actual seats and armrests. As for the 
new woodwork, | shall have to try to 
get used to it! | did not try the new 
electrically controlled lumbar sup- 
ports or the built-in seat heaters, but 
the two-level automatic air con- 
ditioning works perfectly as before, 
now with the benefit of two 
additional ‘‘eyeball’’ type outlets in 
the ends of the facia. 

After wafting majestically through 
Darling Point, Edgecliff and Double 
Bay, | reluctantly pointed the Silver 
Spirit Il homeward to York Motors’ 
showroom in William Street, where 
genial Harry Macklin was awaiting 
the return of his demonstrator. 

Still “The Best Car in the World’’? 
Of course. 


1656 


PRAECLARUM 


The John Altmann Rolls-Royce Collection 


John Altmann (Vic.) is a relative 
newcomer to the world of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars, but has 
nevertheless built a most enviable 
collection of seven superb examples 
— all but two of them pre-war. All 


four pre-war large horsepower 
models are represented. Here John 
tells us how the collection took 
shape. 


| started to collect Rolls-Royce 
cars five years ago with the empha- 
sis on cars designed or inspired by 
Sir Henry Royce. My main consider- 
ation was to have cars in original 
condition, mechanically sound and 
not in need of total restoration. | 
also regarded it as essential that the 
cars should have the original body 
that was fitted when the chassis 
was ordered in England or came to 
Australia. This | have achieved in all 
cars except the 1913 Silver Ghost 
which has a replica body made as 
close as possible to the original 
Barker Torpedo Tourer. In additon | 
was anxious to have cars in good 
drivable condition to avoid total 
restoration. All my cars are in good 
to excellent mechanical condition 
and can be driven at any time. Lastly 
| was constrained by financial 
considerations — these were used 
to advantage by buying good look- 
ing saloon cars by well known body 
builders at far better value than the 
current fashion for dropheads and 
fancy body styles which are at least 
double the price and often also need 
expensive restoration. 

My collecting evolved from the 
acquisition of a Bentley S2 in 1984. 
This fine car awakened my interest 
in the superb engineering of Rolls- 
Royce cars and my desire to own a 
pre-war car of this make. The 
opportunity came on my _ next 
overseas trip when a leading Swiss 
dealer offered me a most original 
late Phantom || Continental Park 


by John Altmann (Vic.) 


Ward sports saloon (24SK) with the 
original grey paintwork and grey 
leather — a lovely looking car, in 
excellent order throughout. (See 
front cover photo, PRAECLARUM 
7-89. — Ed.) Very little work has 
been done on it; mudguards and 
running boards have been 
upgraded, tools have been fitted 
into it and general tuning and 
maintance has been carried out. 
When this car arrived in Melbourne 
the Bentley was reluctantly sold. 

| then set about trying to obtain a 
Phantom III because | believed this 
was the most complicated pre-war 
car made by Rolls-Royce and there- 
fore must surely be the epitome of 
Rolls-Royce engineering and craft- 
manship and as only around 710 of 
these luxury cars were built, most 
desirable to collect. Not being able 
to find one in Australia | wrote to 
English dealers. On my next visit to 
London | was fortunate to be 
offered 3DL154, a magnificent 1939 
Freestone & Webb razor edge 
touring limousine which filled all my 
criteria in originality and condition, 
with a totally rebuilt engine having 
no overheating or valve problems as 
it was one of the last Phantom Ills to 
be built. (See PRAECLARUM 4-86, 
p.1192. — Ed.) |t is a delightful car 
to drive and has a beautifully and 
lavishly fitted interior. The price | 
paid in 1985 was by today’s values 
ridiculously low. Phantom Ills at 
that time were relatively less 
expensive than other Rolls-Royce 
cars as many collectors shied off 
them due to the model's bad 
publicity, the difficulty of obtaining 


parts and the costliness of repairs 
when these cars had _ been 
neglected. Much sterling work has 
been done by the American 
Phantom Ill Technical Society to 
provide technical information and 
spare parts and to give general 
advice to owners in order to keep 
these magnificent machines on the 
road. To join this society is an 
absolute ‘must’ for all Phantom III 
owners. 


Now having two cars | set about 
building a workshop and garage at 
our farm property with space for an 
additional two cars — this was soon 
completed. On a further visit to 
England | bought a 1954 Silver 
Wraith (DLW25) with a Hooper 
empress style touring limousine 
body — one of the finest English 
coachbuilt cars before the great 
tradition of Custom built bodies on 
Rolls-Royce chassis came to an end. 
Unfortunately these individually 
designed and hand-built bodies are 
a thing of the past so it is up to 
collectors to carefully tend and look 
after these coachbuilt bodies and 
keep them in the best possible 
condition so that people can see the 
superb craftmanship that went into 
making them. 

Having obtained both a Phantom 
Il and a Phantom Ill the quest for a 


Phantom | and a Silver Ghost 
became an obsession and | was able 
to acquire a very original 1926 
Phantom | tourer (101TC) with 


original Smith & Waddingtom 
(Sydney) coachwork from a 
Victorian Club member (Keith 
Laycock). This car fulfilled all my 


The hallowed ranks in the motor house, with Phantom I/l 3DL 154 nearest the camera. 
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GOH5, the pretty 20/25 James Young saloon. 


conditions for good mechanical 
order, original body etc. It has just 
had two years of mainly cosmetic 
work put into it which included new 
Connolly leather trim, new carpets, 
new runningboards with fitted tool- 
boxes, new windscreen, new hood 
and hood bows and a repaint. All 
the magnificent woodwork inside 
has been repaired and refinished, 
the lovely marquetry inlay work in 
wattle timber is a great tribute to 
Australian craftmanship of 1926. 
This Phantom | is a stunning touring 
car of huge dimensions which | 
hope to bring to the Federal Rally 
this year. (See front cover photo 
this issue — Ed.) 

The Silver Ghost materialised in 
1988 in England when | bought a 
1919 Alpine Eagle (12LW) with a 
two seater 1908 Franklin body. 
Professionally restored in 1960 it 
was a great car to drive but because 
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of the body it was not exactly what | 
wanted. It was therefore a welcome 
surprise when | received a very good 
offer for it, enabling me to purchase 
Noel Tishler’s 1913 Silver Ghost 
2320E with replica torpedo tourer 
body by Gary Tishler. This well 
known Club car, winner of many 
Federal, Victorian and Veteran Car 
Club concours is one of the best 
total ground up restorations of a 
Silver Ghost ever undertaken in 
Australia and a great credit to Noel 
Tishler for his meticulous attention 
to detail and dedication to origin- 
ality. The Ghost drives as smoothley 
and feels as safe, firm and powerful 
as it must have on the day it left the 
factory in 1913. | believe | have the 
ultimate Ghost! 

Also, | bought a 20/25 1935 
James Young saloon (GOHS5) from a 
Melbourne Club member. This car 
drives very sweetly but needs new 


A complete set of tools fitted into lockable trays in the running boards of Phantom | 


101TC. 


The Collection: 


Chassis No Year: Model: 


2320E 1913 Silver Ghost 


Coachbuilder. 


Body Style 


leather, carpets, headlining and a 
repaint. This will be my next project. 

Last but not least, | purchased a 
1980 Silver Shadow H Standard 
Saloon for everyday motoring. 
When the collection grew the need 
for extension of the carshed became 
urgent and 1 now have space for ten 
cars together with good workshop 
facilities. 

With other collections that | have 
put together. | have always 
assembled a library on the subject 
and | have done the same for the 
Rolls-Royce collection —  book- 
shops, swapmeets and club shops 
here, in the USA and England have 
been raided for books, technical 
information, sales brochures, etc. In 
two trips to the Beaulieu 
Autojumble at the Nationa! Motor 
Museum in England | have found a 
number of hard to get R-R spare 
parts and | have been able to put 
together complete sets of tools for 
three pre-war cars. 

Where do | go from here? | feel 
that | have in good running order all 
the most important types of Rolls- 
Royce cars. | don’t aspire to a 
Phantom IV though one was once 
offered to me — it had belonged to 
the Shah of Persia! From now on it 
is largely filling gaps which means 
perhaps a Twenty, a Wraith and a 
Derby Bentley. Post-war cars are 
not of great interest to me and 
Pre-Ghosts an impossibility! 

In conclusion | feel that buying 
some of my Cars overseas proved to 
be correct as the choice there was 
much more varied than here. It also 
enriches the local Club scene to 
have some of the pre-war cars 
coming here instead of the other 
way around! The increase in value 
of collectable cars has made some 
of the prices | paid two or four years 
ago positively bargains and all of the 
cars | imported, even though | had 
to pay high sales tax when landed in 
Australia, are worth considerably 
more now. The overseas purchases 
were from reputable dealers and | 
have had no problems with their 
description and assessment and | 
am well satisfied with the deals. All 
locally purchased cars came from 
Club members and likewise | am 
well satisfied with them. The only 
car | ever bought at auction was a 
1929 Austin 7 which was bought in 
Australia from a well known inter- 
national auction house — it has 
proved to be a mechanical disaster 
in a well restored body. So Caveat 
emptor if anyone buys at auction! 

| hope that by recounting how | 
built up my collection | will inspire 
other Club members in their collec- 


Replica 


Torpedo Tourer 
Tourer 

Sports Saloon 
4-light Saloon 
Touring Limousine 
Touring Limousine 
Saloon 


1926 
1934 
1935 
1939 
1954 
1980 


Phantom | 

Phantom |! Continental 
20/25 

Phantom ill 

Silver Wraith 

Silver Shadow II 


101TC 
24SK 
GOHS5 
3DL154 
DWL25 
SRH38119 


Smith & Waddington 
Park Ward 

James Young 
Freestone & Webb 
Hooper 

Standard 


ting and that they will get as much 
pleasure from their cars as | do from 
mine. 


Colour photographs next page... 
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ver Ghost tourer and a Phantom / ... 
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What would be the ideal pair: A veteran Sil 


...or a brace of Phantoms from the ‘thirties. Its nice to dream! 


Such elaborate inlaid woodwork — lovely to behold — is not often associated with 
Australian coachbuilders. This is the beautifully restored rear interior of Phantom | 
101TC. 


2320E — a superb restoration. — 


The Silent, elegant Silver Wraith [DLW25]. 


The collection assembled at 
‘Kangerong’. 


Technical Section 


Background 


The reason for this article lies in 
the fact that when | came to replace 
the 2nd gears in my gearbox | could 
find no information on the subject. | 
hope the following goes some way 
towards rectifying this situation. | 
must apologise for my _ poor 
draftsman’s skills but the diagram, 
whilst not to any scale or even in the 
correct proportions, does give some 
idea how it all fits together. 


References 


Where necessary | have given the 
part number from the 1924 cata- 
logue of parts. You will have a lot of 
fun finding the part in the catalogue 
as ‘’they’”’ have split adjacent items 
as far apart as possibel! 


Dismantling 

Remove the Gearbox from car 
and dismantle the clutch withdrawal 
shaft, etc. This clears. the 
bellhousing area. 

Top of box. Unscrew the gear- 
lever, remove the handbrake and 
gearlever mounting (PN50965a). 
This reveals the selectors and 
selector rods. Slide both to the rear 
which engages reverse and 2nd thus 
locking up the gearbox. 

Front of box. Unlock tabs of 
locking washer (PN50085) and undo 
serrated nut (PN50084) with a C 
spanner. This latter holds the oil 
slinger (PN50083) in place on the 1st 
motion shaft (PN50076a). If your 
gearbox is like mine you will see two 
“covers’’ on the front or bell 
housing side of the gearbox, one on 
top of the other (the underneath one 
does not feature in the spare parts 
catalogue). The topmost cover 
(PN50943) is lifted off after re- 
moving a mixture of 1/4” and 3/16” 
nuts. With this cover removed both 
the upper 1st motion shaft and the 
lower 2nd motion shaft (PN50559) 
bearings are revealed, as is the 2nd 
motion shaft bolt (PN50560) and 
split pinned nut. 

Rear of box. Remove rear 
““cover’’ (PN50761) which is 
attached by the usual mixture of 
1/4” and 3/16” nuts, ONLY move it 
and the 3rd motion — shaft 
(PN50032a) to the rear as far as is 
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Dismantling the Three Speed Gearbox 


— 20 h.p. (43G7) 


by Bob McCulloch (A.C.T.) 


necessary to swing the cover out- 
wards thereby exposing the rear 
bearing, bolt and nut of the 2nd 
motion shaft. Remove the split pins 
of the 2nd motion shaft bolt and 
ae one of the nuts. Remove the 
bolt. 


Front and rear. Unlock the gear- 
box by selecting neutral on one of 
the gears, using a torch peer down 
past the selectors and identify the 
flange on the 2nd motion shaft to 
the rear of the 1st driver gear 
(PN50036). Turning the 2nd motion 
shaft locate the flats on the flange 
and position one of the flats 
“opposite’’ the reverse idler gear. 


(The flat avoids the flange hitting 
the reverse gear as it moves 
rearwards.) Using a soft drift drive 
the 2nd motion shaft rearwards out 
of its front bearing. It should now be 
possible to remove the inner cover 
after undoing the retaining nuts. 
With this comes the two bearings 
and the 1st motion shaft. 

You will now be able to see the 
long roller bearing (PN26882) which 
runs between the ‘1st and 3rd 
motion shafts. To remove the 
bearing undo lock washer 
(PN50088) and unscrew bolt 
(PN50089). .Lift off retaining cap 
{(PN50077a), the roller bearing and 
washer (PN50137). 
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Continue to drive the 2nd motion 
shaft to the rear which will ‘‘free’’ 
the lower constant mesh gear 
(PN50034), 2nd driver gear 
(PN50035) and 1st driver gear. All 
can be lifted out. At this point 
inspect these gears and 2nd motion 
shaft and you will notice that all are 
marked indicating the line up of 
gears and splines. You should paint 
additional markings on the 1st gear 
to highlight the master spline posi- 
tion. This helps during reassembly 
as the mark is difficult to see if you 
do not remove the 3rd motion shaft 
(see comments below). 

Now move the 3rd motion shaft 
sufficiently to the rear to enable 2nd 
driven gear (PN50079) to be ex- 
tracted from the selector fork and 
removed from the front of the 
gearbox. If you do not wish to go 
any further do not fully withdraw 
the 3rd motion shaft as it saves 
having the 1st/rev driven gear 
(PN50078) drop off the spline and 
having to fiddle getting it back. But, 
if you do wish to completely strip 
the ‘box first remove the selector 
plunger springs through the side 
followed by the rods and selectors. 
Then fully withdraw to the rear the 
3rd motion shaft and withdraw 
Ist/rev driven gear. 
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Re-build 


The rebuild of the Gearbox is the 
reverse of the strip except that the 
2nd motion shaft goes in first, 
followed by the 3rd motion shaft. 
However the following pointers 
might help. 

*When installing the 2nd motion 
shaft place 1st driver gear in the 
box, introduce the shaft with flat 
towards reverse idler and master 
spline lined up with gear; have the 
rear bearing already on the shaft. 

* Before the 2nd motion shaft gets 
too far into the gearbox have the 
2nd driver gear and lower constant 
mesh gear in the front section of the 
‘box and slide them on as the 2nd 
motion shaft moves forward. 

*You can tell when the 2nd motion 
shaft is fully home by peering down 
to ensure that the 1st driver gear is 
hard up against both the centre 
bearing and the flange on the 2nd 
motion shaft. 


P.S. The reason | replaced the 
2nd gears was evidence of fretting, 
a lack of assurance from EXPERTS 
that the gears would last another 67 
years and knowing my luck, the first 
broken tooth would jam and break 
the gearbox. 
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Judges — Broken Hill Rally 


{ would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank those people who 
were involved in the judging on the 
Concours Day at the Broken Hill 
Federal Rally held in August, 1989. 
They are: — 

Nigel Scott (S.A.) 

John Miller (Qlid.) 
Gilbert Ralph (Vic.) 
Martin Bennett (A.C.T.) 
Geoff Down (Vic.) 
John Hall (W.A.) 

Geoff Priddle (Qld.) 
Jeremy Greene (W.A.) 
Brian MacMahon (S.A.) 
Graham Cornish (Vic.) 
David Kenway (Vic.) 
Matt Smith (W.A.) 


Their spirit of co-operation made 
my job much easier, for which | am 
extremely grateful. 

My sincere thanks must also go to 
Tom Clarke and Gavin Sandford- 


Morgan for their support and help in 
making those difficult final 
decisions. 


David Heuzenroeder, 
Senior Judge, 
South Australian Branch. 


Lenin Ghost Engine 


There is a link, albeit tenuous, 
between the mystery engine of the 
Lenin Ghost pictured on p.1611, 
PRAECLARUM 5-89 and _ Rolls- 
Royce . The engine appears to be 
the crude ZIS version of the 4 litre 
Packard Six of the 1940s. The 
angled water pump (the hose to the 
bottom tank is missing in the photo) 
and the angled external oil pump 
emerging from the centre of the 
lower crankcase are characteristic 
Junior Packard features of the time. 
The ZIS manifolds and cylinder head 
are not crisply cast with sharp 
corners like those of Packards, but 
no doubt Soviet foundry casting 
techniques were inferior to those in 
Detroit. 


How all this came about was that 
Packards were Stalin’s favourite 
cars and during World War Il 
Packard sold their Senior Series 
body dies and the 6 cylinder engine 
drawings to the Russians. There is a 
version that FDR pursuaded 
Packard to hand them over as a 


wartime gesture of goodwill but it is 
more likely that it was a commercial 
transaction, as Packard were not 
intending to continue with the 
Senior Series after the war. 


Thus the ZIS car — so named as 
the works were called Zavod Imicni 
Stalina (‘factory in honour of 
Stalin’). After Stalin became a 
no-no in 1956 the car was renamed 
ZIL, Comrade Likhatchev being the 
manager of the factory at the time. 
The ZIS were big impressive cars on 
138” or 148’’ wheelbases, but rather 
sluggish with the little 6 cylinder 
engine. Packard used either a 5.7 
litre in-line eight or a 7.7 litre V-12 in 
these cars. In the 122’’ wheelbase 
car for which it was intended the six 
was a good performer. | have a 1941 
Packard Six sedan which will out- 
accelerate my Mk. VI Bentley 
(B334LJ) from 10 to 70 mph in top 
gear, though the Bentley is margin- 
ally quicker through the gears. 


The aforementioned Lenin Ghost 
link is that Packard was the main 
producer of Merlin aircraft engines 
during the war, making some 55,000 
of them — far more than Rolls- 
Royce built. Before that in the 1920s 
and ‘30s, Rolls-Royce were not 
above copying ideas from Packard. 
The one-shot lubrication system, 
driver-controlled shock absorbers 
and hypoid rear axle all found their 
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way into Rolls-Royce cars after 
Packard developed them. The front 
suspension on the post-war Crewe 
cars up to 1955 is a dead copy of 
Packard pre-war |.F.S, introduced 
in 1935. 


Jim Lissiman, 
W.A. Branch 
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Thank you for apparently ident- 
ified the engine in the Lenin Ghost in 
‘Ghost Chatter’ 5-89. Wasn't the 
Rolls-Royce “one-shot” lubrication 
system of proprietary [Bijur] origin? 
And wasn't the Rolls-Royce “‘ride 
control’””’ much more sophisticated 
than American driver controlled 
systems in that the ride auto- 


matically became firmer as road 
speed increased, with manual over- 
ride? It is, however, documented 
fact that Rolls-Royce used the 
Packard front suspension system for 
their early post-war cars, after 
having used the G.M. system before 
the war. — Ed. 


The One Million Pound Silver 
Ghost 


Many thanks to John Altmann 
(Vic.) for bringing to our attention 
the Sotheby’s auction catalogue 
providing the details of the Silver 
Ghost which was sold for approx- 
imately one million pounds last year. 
Chassis No 1907. 


“This motorcar was ordered in 
November 1911 and the chassis 
delivered to Messrs. Barker & Co. 
Ltd., following a road test in 
February the following year. The 
first owner appears to have been a 
Mr Stephens of South Croydon who 
specified this elegant Double 
Pullman coachwork. 

“It is equipped with a_ nickel 
plated lighting set and the interior is 
correctly upholstered in the period 
style with fabric upholstery and 
ornate tapestry trimmings, grab 
straps and window pulls and equip- 
ped with interior lighting. Correct 
period instrumentation is_ fitted 
including a double Elliott speedo- 
meter. 

“The chassis and mechanical 
components are believed to be to 
original factory specification 
throughout. 

“The car became part of the 
World famous Sword Collection at 
East Balgray in Ayrshire after the 
Second World War, a collection of 
some two hundred or so cars was 
dispersed following the death of the 
late John Sword in 1960. This 
double Pullman limousine was 
included in the first Sword Collect- 
ion sale in 1962 and went to another 
major private collection. Some three 
major collectors have owned the car 
since the war and at no time has the 
car been significantly exposed or 
rallied. It has however been immor- 
talised by Corgi in the Corgi Classics 
Series and is perhaps the most 
famous Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost in 
the World after the Company's own 
Barker-bodied car. 

“This car has been maintained to 
a high mechanical standard and has 


recently been the subject of a major 
mechanical overhaul by Rolls-Royce 
specialists, Coldwell Engineering 
Ltd.” 


Taken from Sothebys catalogue 
of motor vehicles and automobilia 
Auction London, 4th December, 
1989. 


Lenin Ghost(s) — more 

Regarding the confusion in 
‘Ghost Chatter’ surrounding the 
Lenin Ghost(s), | suspect that the 
car Bryan Inder saw was 17KG and 
that the photo in ‘Ghost Chatter’ 
5-89 is neither 17KG nor 16X. The 
snow-track winter car used by Lenin 
shown in ‘Ghost Chatter’ 6-89 is 
definitely 16X. The coachwork is by 
Mann Egerton. The track conver- 
sion was carried out by Pytilovsky, 
now known as the S. M. Kirov 
factory in Leningrad. 

The full story of all the Silver 
Ghosts known to have gone to 
Russia appears in ‘Pinnacle’, the 
luxury glossy annual that goes out 
to RREC members. — Ed. 


Currie Family 20h.p. 


In Ghost Chatter PRAECLARUM 
6-89 Tom Clarke refers to a 4 cyl. 
Rolls-Royce 20 h.p. owned by an 
H A Currie attending a Victorian 
Automobile Club event. You went 
on to ask if we had any information 
on the Currie family. 


= : 


‘ ~ oes 
These two early photographs were 


sniffed out by Tom Clarke at the Mitchell Library, 
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It may be more than coincidence 
that a Mr C Archibald Currie of 
Camperdown, Victoria ordered the 
first Australian Silver Ghost in 1907. 
The car was an Alfred & Alder 
bodied Roi des Belges 5 passenger 
tourer, Chassis No 60589, delivered 
to Tozer, Kemsley & Fisher, 84 
Leadenhall St, London, motor 
agents and exporters on 2nd 
November, 1907. 

Unfortunately, while thinking 
there may be a connection between 
this agent and the supply of either 
20 h.p. cars 40509 and 40532, we 
find that both those cars were also 
delivered to Tozer, Kemsley and 
Fisher. 40509 carried the U.K. 
registration plate AX165 when deliv- 
ered, so could possibly have spent a 
short while in England before being 
sold to Australia, leaving 40532 the 
most likely car to be in Melbourne in 
1907 at an Automobile Club 
occasion. 

Of the 21 documented Heavy 
Twenty chassis, and the 19 Light 
Twenty chassis, only two were 
delivered to Tozer, Kemsley & 
Fisher. It is interesting to note that 


RS 


Sydney, a 


SSO a 


ft 
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many early Australian Ghosts also 
were delivered to this firm. 

As you can see, the substance of 
this letter can only be taken as of 
remote relevance or speculative 
chatter. If we knew the date the 
event which Mr Currie was said to 
be attending in Melbourne, then 
maybe a search of daily papers 
around that date might be quite 
interesting. 


lan Irwin (A.C.T.) 


= 


1 the Broken Hill Federal Rally. Above we 


see Sol Green’s Silver Ghost. The hand-written caption on the front of the photo tells the story. | am sure that one of our members will be 
able to identify this one and the year in which “Comedy King” won the Melbourne Cup will, | would say, date the picture. Can you spot the 
Silver Ghost in the photo below? My apologies, gentle reader — of course you can! BUT — can you identify it? The registration number 
appears to be 5240. The photograph was taken at the Deniliquin racecourse in 1913. Plenty of interest for veteran car buffs here! 
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ARMSTRONG 
SIDDELEY 


The Postwar Cars 


Robert Penn Bradly 


“ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY — 
the Postwar Cars” by Robert Penn 
Bradly. Published by Motor Racing 
Publications, Croydon, U.K., 1989. 
208 pages, 250 illustrations. 
ISBN O 947981 27 6.£ 24.95. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusi- 
asts are thoroughly spoiled when it 
comes to the choice of books on the 
marques, with a bewildering range 
available covering the whole gamut 
from authoritative single model 
works to full colour coffee table 
potted “histories”. One would need 
to spend thousands of dollars to 
acquire them all. Devotees of other 
marques are far less fortunate, 
particlularly in the case of less well 
known and now defunct marques 
such as Armstrong Siddeley. This 
excellent work on the post-war 
Armstrong Siddeley was written by 
Robert (Penn) Bradly, who is not 
only an Australian but also 
Founding President of the A.C.T. 
Branch of the R.R.O.C., in response 
to a ‘conspicuous gap in motoring 
literature.’’ In fact, one gains the 
impression that some “arm twist- 
ing’’ may have been applied by 
other Armstrong Siddeley devotees 
— there is a thriving Armstrong 
Siddeley Owners’ Club in Australia, 
of which Penn is a leading light. 

The history of Armstrong 
Siddeley, and the company’s 
involvement in aero engines, closely 
parallels that of Rolls-Royce and in 
fact, through R-R’s acquisition of 
Bristol Siddeley Engines in 1968, 
they actually became the owner of 
the Armstrong Siddeley name, 
albeit posthumously, since by that 
time car production had long since 
ceased. Armstrong Siddeley had 


| een acquired by Bristol’s in 1959 
and became part of the Hawker 
Siddeley group. Bristol’s preoccu- 
pation with aircraft engine develop- 
ment and manufacture meant that 
little time and resources were avail- 
able for car work and in 1960, 
production ceased. It is a sobering 
thought that a similar boardroom 
decision could just as easily have 
heen made at Rolls-Royce! 

As a world authority on the 
Armstrong Siddeley marque, Penn 
Bradly was eminently qualified and 
amply equipped to carry out a work 
of this type. The result is truely 
outstanding, with amazing attention 
to detail. The result is truely 
outstanding, with amazing attention 
to detail. The clear, well chosen 
artistic South Australian member, 
John Bull. 

One minor criticism. The sources 
of the illustrations are not acknowl- 
edged. This omission was particu- 
larly noticeable to me as | took one 
of the photographs! 

| strongly recommend this fine 
book to all enthusiasts of the better 
quality British motor cars. 


M.1.B. 


ROLLS-ROYCE and the RATEAU 
PATENTS" by Harry Pearson. Pub- 
lished by the Rolls-Royce Heritage 
Trust. 43 pages, 17 illustrations. 
£2.00, post and packing free. 


This fascinating little book is the 
first in a new series — the Technical 
Series — intended to complement 
the now well-established Historical 
Series. This new series, however, 
will tend to concentrate on subjects 


which are too technical in nature for 
the Historical Series, or which are 
more confined in length. 

This first volume is written by 
Harry Pearson, whose central role in 
the important Rateau Patents Case 
qualifies him ideally to address this 
episode in the history of Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. It centres around a court case, 
or rather two court cases — one in 
England and one in France — in 
which the French aero engineering 
firm Societe Rateau presented 
patent claims against Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. in which it was alleged that 
Rolls-Royce had infringed Rateau 
patents in their supply of Avon, 
Spey and Conway jet aircraft 
engines. 

Rolls-Royce, obviously, targetted 
Sir Frank Whittle as their star 
witness. Sir Frank’s response to the 
Rateau claim was said to be 
“explosive’’ and he declared that 
once in the witness box he would 
“tear the case to pieces in a few 
minutes!”’ It turned out to be rather 
less straight forward than that and 
much was at stake as Rateau, in the 
event of a successful action, was 
asking to be compensated for 
engines already manufactured, 
cessation of further manufacture 
and surrender to them of all 
engines, materials and parts! 

The French case, surrounding the 
supply of Avon engines for the 
French Caravelle airliner, was heard 
in Paris under French law in advance 
of the English case and was won by 
Rolls-Royce, though the author says 
that they had ‘‘steeled ourselves to 
the verdict going against us in Paris, 
for reasons upon which | need 
hardly dwell”’!! The following 
English case commenced on ist 
November, 1966 and lasted 49 days 
— said to be the second longest 
patent case in British legal history to 
that time. 

-The two U.K. patents concerned 
are reproduced in full. An extremely 
interesting book that deserves a 
place on every Rolls-Royce enthusi- 
ast’s bookself. 


MLB. 


More Book Reviews following page. 


The Historical Series and 
Technical Series — 


Order from: Richard Haigh, 
Chief Librarian, Rolls-Royce plc, 
P.O. Box 31, Derby, England. 


ROLLS - ROYCE HERITAGE TRUST 


HENRY ROYCE 


mechanic 


"Henry Royce— mechanic’ by 
Donald Bastow. Published by the 
Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust, 1989 
[No. 12 in the “Historical Series’. 
214 pages, 170 illustrations. £6.00 
including post and packing. 


This account of the life and work 
of Sir Henry Royce is unique in that 
author Donald Bastow has written 
of the West Wittering days from 
personal memories as a member of 
that elite group, R’s personal design 
team. Yet, somehow, it fails to 
provide much that is new on the 
subject. Sadly, the author died 
shortly before the book went to 
press. 

One needs to be an engineer and 
a mathematician to fully understand 
parts of this book, for much of it is 
written in the language of these two 
disciplines, while those with an 
historical bent will be fascinated by 
Royce’s family tree traced back to 
the reign of Elizabeth I. 

The learned text is complemented 
by a selection of illustrations varying 
from those that have been published 
several times before (including a 
number that have appeared in earlier 
volumes in the Historical Series!) to 
some much rarer and of consider- 
able interest. This reviewer was 
astounded to see, for example, a 
photograph of a chassis of a 
Rolls-Royce ‘Bonnetless’ town car- 
riage — the first | have ever seen. 

If you hunger for knowledge of 
the life and works of Royce — or if 
you merely wish to keep your 


Historical Series complete — this 
book is a must and _ is_ highly 
recommended. 

MILB 


HISTORICAL SERIES bie. 16 


“Rolls-Royce — the sons of 
Martha” by Alec Harvey-Bailey. 
Published by the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation, 1989 (No. 14 in 
the Historical Series); 164 pages, 123 
illustrations. £6.00, plus post and 
packing, from RREC Club Shop. 


To those familiar with the Histori- 
cal Series publications, the name of 
Alec Harvey-Bailey would be syn- 
onymous. AHB, to use his official 
R-R abbreviation, authored or co- 
authored several of these informa- 
tive books in inimitable, erudite 
fashion. 

This latest autobiographical work, 
which was serialised in the RREC 
Bulletin’, takes its quaint title 
from the biblical story of Mary and 
Martha and a subsequent Kipling 
poem. It is a fascinating, eminently 
readable account of the trials and 
tribulations faced, and conquered, 
by AHB and his colleagues during 
the most significant era, arguably, in 
Rolls-Royce history. 

AHB aside, the ‘sons of Martha’ 
constitute many personalities who 
made up the vast array of senior 
Rolls-Royce management, past and 
present. In describing them, the 
author pulls no punches, praising 
warmly those he admired, yet 
frankly critical of those he either 
found difficult to work with or 
thwarted his ambition. 

The young AHB grew up with 
Rolls-Royce blood (oil?) in his veins. 
His father, R. W. Harvey-Bailey 
(‘By’), was Chief Technical Product- 
ion Engineer at Derby in the early 
1920s and, as such, a close associ- 
ate of Royce himself. Indeed, AHB 
had the privilege of meeting ‘R’ (and 
being photographed holding his 
hand!) at the tender age of five. 

At the suggestion of E. W. (later 
Lord) Hives, AHB joined the 
Company as an engineering pupil. 
The onset of WW2 saw him become 
absorbed in the fortunes (and 
failures) of the Merlin engine, 
working closely with the RAF on 
training, product support and defect 
investigation. 

This set the seal on AHB’s career 
with the Aero Engine Division, and 


PRAECLARUM 


while the book, in consequence, 
deals principally with the aeronaut- 
ical side of RR, the subject matter is 
neverthless interesting enough to 
satisfy even the mere motor car 
enthusiast. 

Postwar, the author continued in 
this line of work, going through 
numerous changes of job design- 
nation and titles, but basically 
retaining the role of customer liaison 
and trouble-shooting. He played a 
key part in aviation milestones such 
as the bitter-sweet episode of the de 
Havilland Comet. PRAECLARUM 
readers will find especially interest- 
ing his account of setting up 
Rolls-Royce of Australia at Mascot, 
N.S.W. circa 1954. This was at a 
time when Dart-engined Viscount 
airlines were coming into service 


with the then domestic ‘twins’, 
ANA and TAA. 
Later, AHB was a _ frustrated 


onlooker during the 1971 debacle of 
the Lockheed Tristar and_ the 
RB.211 engine. These events, 
which led to the bifurcation of 
Rolls-Royce Limited into separate 
motor car and aero’ engine 
companies, are described with a 
refreshing candour and_ clarity, 
warts and all. 

The split of ‘71 saw AHB continue 
with the newly-independent Aero 
Engine organisation, his work taking 
him to many far flung countries, 
helping to clinch sales for RR- 
engined aircraft, civil and military, 
then establishing the necessary 
engineering support. AHB regales 
the reader with anecdotes from his 
travels, further adding to the book’s 
enjoyment value. 

AHB spent the twilight of his 
illustrious career in the Middle East, 
notably Egypt and Lebanon, where 
he obviously gained a_ shrewd 
understanding of, and empathy with 
the populace. His forthright, ‘diff- 
erent’ views on the Palestinian/ 
Jewish question are guaranteed to 
furrow a brow or two! 

The book also reveals the source 
of the Harvey-Bailey handling pack- 
age for Silver Shadows and such- 
like, as advertised in this journal 
from time to time. It is the brainchild 
of AHB’s son Rhoddy who, through 
his father’s influence and encour- 
agement, became an acknowledged 
expert in motor car suspension 
engineering. 

Footnote: Although bearing the 
number 14, this book is actually the 
13th in the Historical Series of 
publications. The reason for this 
discrepancy is that the publishers 
“are following the Company tra- 
dition by which 13 was never used in 
motor car or aero engine number- 
ing.”’ Traditions die hard at Rolls- 
Royce! 


Roger Thiedeman 
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Market Place 


CARS FOR SALE 


1931 Phantom II Continental (65GX). 
H. J. Mulliner close coupled saloon. Refer 
to page 120 ‘The Rolls-Royce Phantom II 
Continental.’” Original and unrestored. 
Owner is interested in R-type or S1 
Bentley Continental exchange deal. Stan 
Nash (02) 525 6457 or (075) 30 4728. 


os 


1932 20/25 (GBT41) D-back limousine by 
Arthur Mulliner. Very original vehicle, 
mechanically sound, runs very sweetly. 
Nice features such as original leather 
interior, riveted bonnet, sliding roof in rear 
compartment, Brooks. trunk, division 
window, microphone, original handbook, 
complete comprehensive toolkit. Fully 
documented history, last owner for 12 
years. $75,000 ono. Max Cuypers 
(09) 383 1467 (h) 389 2683 (w). 


AK 


1938 Phantom III (3DL104) H. J. Mulliner 
Sedanca de Ville. 64,000 miles, believed 
genuine. Exceptional unrestored condition 
with many features including cocktail 
cabinet, concealed lighting, vanities, tool 
kit almost complete, handbook, extensive 
documentation. Appears in Dalton’s 
“Those Elegant Rolls-Royce.’’ $200,000 
ono. Robert Vered (02) 326 1599(W) 
327 1567(H). 


1938 25/30 (GGR45) Molyneaux Coupe de 
ville. Regal Red and Silver. Exceptional 
condition throughout with 92,000 miles on 
the clock. At York Motors’ William St. 
showroom for inspection. Reluctantly for 
sale to make garage space for new Silver 
Spirit Il. $70,000. Robert Cameron 
(02} 489 7139, Fax: (02) 489 5699. 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonable 
fength is tree to those members who do not deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment Others are charged 
$15.00 per advertisement (less for multiple 
advertisements) 

A fixed charge of $10.00 1s made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from 
any person. Photographs should be clear black 
and white or colour prints. Please send a 
duplicate print as return cannot be guaranteed. 


1964 Bentley $3 (B176DF) 
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CARS FOR SALE 


1954 Silver Dawn (SRH88) Navy Blue and 
Silver, claret interior. Long boot automatic 
model. York Motors delivery, 120,000 


miles. Toolkit. $42,000. Phil Sproston (02) 
476 2512 (h) 939 6843 (w). 


Se 


Velvet Green 
over Black. Australian delivery, factory air 
conditioning. $10,000 spent last 18 months 
including new headlining. $45,000. David 
Kenway (03) 883 3129. 


1967 Bentley T Series (SBH 1845) Interest- 
ing history. $40,000. Mike Allen 
(03) 534 3455 (b.h.) 534 2005 Fax. 


OS a Sout 
1967 Silver Shadow (CRH 2753) Two-door 
Saloon by H. J. Mulliner, Park Ward. Total 
exterior, interior and mechanical rebuild 
1986-87 and now presents as one of the 
most eye catching Rolls-Royce cars avail- 
able. Finished in Deep Red with Black 
leather seats, grey carpet and headlinings. 
Extras include Mulliner-Park Ward electric 
sunroof, 9’° German alloy road wheels, 
tape player, fully adjustable suspension 
with front and rear anti-roll bars, stainless 
steel twin 2'2’’exhaust. $95,000. Ross 
Donnelley (02) 450 2988 (w) 913 2427 (h). 


CARS WANTED 


20h.p. tourer with six wheel equipment 
and double windscreen if possible. Alvan 
Hancock. (047) 57 1193. 


Bentley R-type. Must be good, clean, 
original car with known history. Mike Allen 
(03) 534 3455 (b.h.) 534 2005 Fax. 


Veteran Silver Ghost in restorable condit- 
ion. Fair price paid by enthusiast. Doug 
Bristow (03) 830 1867 (h) 899 6991 (w). 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by law, quote their dealer's lcence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
R.R.O.C. and must accompany advertisement. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Dunlop Jack from 1932 20/25. Excellent 
condition. Offers or swap (see Parts 
Wanted). Bentley Mk VI tooltray complete 
with moulded rubber but no tools. $65 plus 
post. David Fryer, 16 Grant St., Ashgrove, 
Qld. 4060. (07) 366 3344. 


Pair individual front seats early Bentley 
Mk. Vi (non Picnic tables style) in good 
condition, brown $300 pair. Original Mk. 
VI valve radio complete. One Lucas 
SFT700s spot lamp (Dawn) or swap for 
Lucas SFT576 (Cloud/S). Pair 6% inch 
British Rotax K362 brass lamps with brac- 
kets. Socket connection in rear. Origin un- 
known. Don Hatcliffe (07) 349 7078. 


Early Shadow Wheel Disc, $220. T series 
early Shadow wheel rim, $220. Mike Allen 
(03) 534 3455 (b.h.) 534 2005 Fax. 


‘Spirit of Ecstasy’ Mascot — suitable for 
Silver Shadow (late) or Silver Shadow II. 
Good condition. $500 or offer. Geoff May, 
(03) 266 4320. 


Silver Cloud and S series, front and rear 
door and boot rubbers, new. Bentley’ 
SCI-Il door skin, off side front. Bentley 
SI-2 Radiator surround with badge and 
mascot. Four hub caps to suit Silver 
Wraith. Steering box, Bentley/SCII-IIl and 
shaft. One Mark VI reverse light lens. 
Original flexi fuel line (braided) to suit 
$2-S3/SCIH-SCIIl. T. K. Motors, 
(02) 938 1301. 


PARTS WANTED 


Wanted for Bentley Mk VI: dashboard 
switches, steering wheel and rear bumper 
enamel ‘B’ badge. David Fryer, 16 Grant 
St., Ashgrove, Qld. 4060. (07) 366 3344. 


For 1950 Mk VI Bentley: inspection lamp, 
jack handle, two tyre levers, original oil 
filter assembly, boot blind assembly, 
windscreen washer unit and, for tool tray: 
item between lamp bulb and plug spanner. 
Noel Semmens (09) 386 6869. 


Wanted for Bentley MKVI: pair picnic 
tables for rear of front seats and pair 
overiders for ‘’Flat’’ type bumper. Don 
Hatcliffe (07) 349 7078. 


LITERATURE FOR SALE 


Original coachbuilders’ photographic 
advertising cards: Jack Barclay (9%" x 
3%"’) Bentley Mk VI Sedanca $15, 2-door 
saloon $12, Silver Wraith saloon (2) $12 
each. Hooper (8 %2”’ x 3%") Bentley Mk VI 
Sports Saloon $10, 2-door Saloon $10, 
Silver Wraith Touring Limousine $10, 
Enclosed Limousine $10. David Fryer, 16 
Grant St., Ashgrove, Qld. 4060. 
(07) 366 3344 


Handbook and original papers for 
Phantom |. Shows chassis No. 68RC in 
handbook. Best offer. Tom Smith, 
Stawell, Vic. (053) 582 536. 


Classified advertisements should be factual 
and truthful. Persons found misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further 
advertising. Those advertisements relating to 
cars for sale must specify chassis number and 
price, All classified ads will be edited and may 
be condensed and may be rejected without 
explanation or discussion. Facts and data for 
each advertisement should be typed or hand- 
written clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to: 


MARTIN BENNETT, ““ALLAMBI,” R.M.S. 3310, GOULBURN, N.S.W. 2580 


Deadlines: 


21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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Automotive : 


Silver Ghost block reconditioning. Panel fabrication. 


The specialist restorers of high quality investment automobiles. 
Pre-War Rolls-Royce a speciality. 


Our ability to carry out the majority of the work in house enables us to control the quality 
to the highest concours standards. 


Our Services include: 


*Complete body design and construction 
*Panel fabrication — by the best tradesman, bar none 
*Wood framing 

*Chassis restoration 

*Concours standard engine restorations 
*Pistons & Liners made 

*Rocker shafts & rockers reconditioned 
*Engine line boring — bearings made 
*Complete toolroom service 

*Re-creating missing components 

*Full mechanical repairs 

*Project management 

*Weston Ammeters reconditioned 
*Aluminium surfaces restored 
*Replacement sills and floors,etc 


Inspection of our work strictly by appointment. Contact Garry Dubois. 


Automotive Restoration Co. 47 Alex Ave., Moorabbin, Vic. 3189 


Phone (03) 553 1925 Bus (03) 592 9297 AH 


ROLLS- 


ROYCE 


SHE IS CALLED THE 
SPIRIT OF ECSTASY. ONE DRIVE 


AND YOULL FIND OUT WHY. 


he universal Rolls-Royce mascot is a Silver Lady, or 

as she is officially known, The Spirit of Ecstasy. 
One drive of the new Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit or Silver 
Spur and you will discover the unparelleled pleasure 
that inspired the name. 

Such a subtle blend of new and sophisticated 
technology with traditional British craftsmanship is 
really not experienced in any other car. 

Nothing in the manufacture of a Rolls-Royce is 
rushed. Each car takes three full months to build. 
By the time you take the driver's seat in your first test 
drive, the prototype of this engine will have been 
tested by Rolls-Royce over thousands of kilometres. 
New engine developments incorporating a state of 
the art fuel injection system have been test run for 
ten hours daily, five days a week for ten weeks. 

Naturally, Rolls-Royce interiors give new mean- 
ing to the word luxury. There is the hand- 
picked Scandinavian the finest burr 


walnut dashboard and some important practical 
considerations like the ABS brakes and_ the 


leather, 


electronically programmable seating positions. 

Then there is the exclusive Rolls-Royce air- 
conditioning system that changes the air in the 
cabin three times every minute, or the famous 
handtooled radiator grille, and a myriad of other 
sophisticated details, simply too numerous to 
mention here. 

Suffice to say that the new Rolls-Royces are 
recognised as the most sophisticated cars in the 
world. To sit in one is to enter a world of absolute 
refinement. 

But there is one basic factor which separates a 
Rolls-Royce driver from other motorists-the desire 
to be associated with the best. 

We invite you to experience this for yourself. 
Telephone Michael Barker at Hamiltons 


ROLLS 


today to arrange a personal introduction 
to the Rolls-Royce. 


HAMILTONS 


560 Church Street, Richmond 


Telephone 428 0111 Zi. B RSS 
Facsimile 427 9928 
Telex 36946 


Sole authorised dealer tor Victoria. 
Tasmania and Southern Riverina 


_HAMILIONS 


RBS 3150 
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BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 
340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, 2120 


Phone: (02) 484 1239; 484 1253; 484 1254; 484 4419 
Telex: AA24158 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley — Spares & Service 


ITEMS FOR RESTORERS AND REPAIRERS: 


Boot Weather Strips 

Wing Mirror Pads 

Boot Handle Seals 
Overrider Channel Rubber 
Hub Caps and Fittings 
Rear Sill Stone Guards 


Fuel Door Seals 

Number Plate and Reverse Lamp Seals 
Door Windlace 

Door Sill to Window Frame Strip 
Antenna Base Seals 

Window Channel Strips 

Grille Shell Seals 

Front Air Intake Seals 

Spring Gaiters 


Door Weather Seal Kits 
Windscreen Seals 

Rear Screen Seals 

Front Mud Flaps 

Sill Protector Strips 

Head Lamp Mounting Pads 
Sun Roof Seals 

Scuttle Vent Seals 

Bonnet Lacing 


Rear Door Stone Guards 
Tail Lamp Mounting Pads 
Tail Lamp Lens Seals 
Wing Mirrors 


Extensive Range of Spare Parts for all models 
Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1990 


MECHANICAL PARTS, ELECTRICAL AND COACHWORK ITEMS 
GENUINE TOOLS 
OWNER’S HANDBOOKS *® WORKSHOP MANUALS ¢ SPARE PARTS MANUALS 


MANY DIFFICULT AND HARD TO GET ITEMS. DON’T SAY YOU CAN’T GET IT — 
TRY US FIRST. 


John Vawser Motors Pty Limited 


ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY SPECIALISTS 


THIRTY-FOUR YEARS ASSOCIATION AND EXPERIENCE WITH 
THE SERVICE, MAINTENANCE AND RESTORATION OF 
ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY CARS, INCLUDING 
ADJUSTMENT, SERVICE AND OVERHAUL 
OF THE FOUR-SPEED AUTOMATIC 
GEARBOX. 


35 WILLIAM ST. ALEXANDRIA. N.S.W. 2015 


Phone (02) 698 8822 
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1960 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL S2 
This sports saloon with coachwork by James Young is the only example in Australia of the 35 that were 
built. These cars are now fetching upwards of £100,000 in London and this gives some idea how special 
this opportunity is. The car is in good condition overall, but requires a full cosmetic restoration. 
(BC101AR).$155,000. 


1962 BENTLEY S2 
Sable over Sand with Beige hide. Kellows delivery with one owner until 1986. With only 46,000 genuine 
miles since new and handbook and full tools, this is one of the best examples in Australia. (B182DW). 
$85,000. 


1981 BENTLEY MULSANNE 
Georgian Silver with Dark Blue hide. Yorks delivery with full service history. 78,000 kilometres only. An 
excellent example of a very rare motor car.(SCBZSO002BCH02846). $135,000. 


1958 BENTLEY CONTINENTAL ‘FLYING SPUR’ 
One of two only remaining in Australia, this represents a last chance to acquire one of these 
masterpieces, this example having special features. Part of Robert McDermott’s personal collection, itis 
making way for (another) Ghost. (BC34CH). $195,000. 


1978 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW II 
Pewter with Tan hide. Delivered new in Melbourne on 21.12.78. One owner only with full service history. 
Excellentin all respects, and just one of our range of fully prepared Silver Shadow, Shadow ll andT Series 
cars. (SRH35393). $85,000. 


1988 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT 
Magnolia with Claret roof and Parchment hide piped Red. One owner car delivered new in Melbourne. 
Luxuries include memory electric seats and picnic tables. A bargain. (SCAZSO2AZJCH23253). 
$225,000 


1972 ROLLS-ROYCE CORNICHE CONVERTIBLE 
Porcelain White with Dark Blue hide and Dark Blue Everflex hood. Substantial recent expenditure in our 
workshop by the previous owner has enhanced this fine car. (DRH13267). $135,000. 


1978 ROLLS-ROYCE CORNICHE CONVERTIBLE 
Chestnut with Magnolia hide with contrasting piping. Very rare full Series || specification. Very low 
mileage and very desirable motor car. (DRH31 834). $225,000. 


R. A. MCDermott & Co. 


Sales © Service ® Repairs © Spares ¢ Restoration 


120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. 3205 
Telephone (03) 629 3483; Facsimile (03) 614 7821. ee 


ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


Coachwork Excellence 


We Care 


Brian McMillan’s 
Prestige Vehicle Painting 
Sydney 


, GOULBURN — (048) 21 1761 Registered by Australia Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 
nee . Lodgement Office, Ainslie 2602 
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2320E — a superb restoration. 


The Silent, elegant Silver Wraith [DL W235]. 


The collection assembled at 
‘Kangerong’. 


Such elaborate inlaid woodwork — lovely to behold — is not often associated with 
Australian coachbuilders. This is the beautifully restored rear interior of Phantom | 
101TC. 


